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WILLIAM   II

" Go to the devil! Get out! your majesty/' responded
the man.

"All right, my friend/7 exclaimed the emperor, laugh-
ing, "I'll get out; but I'll be hanged if I'll go to the
devil/' and with that he turned to the next man.

Military inspections very often furnish the occasion for
amusing and sometimes rather disconcerting episodes. I
can recall as an illustration an inspection of recruits for the
navy at Kiel. On that day the emperor had been holding
forth, as he so often does, about the duty of sailors as well
as soldiers to defend the crown against the foes beyond the
frontiers of the empire, as well as against the enemies within
the boundaries of the latter. He then singled out a stolid-
looking recruit, and having ascertained that he was the son
of a Bavarian farmer, with a strongly developed taste for
the sea, he proceeded to question him with regard to the
address which he had just delivered.

"And who are our foreign foes, my good fellow? M he
inquired.

"The Russians and the French, your majesty/' replied
the recruit.

"And who are the enemies within the empire?" pro-
ceeded the emperor, expecting of course that the sailor
would say that they were the socialists.

"The Prussians, your majesty/' answered the Jack-tar
that was to be, without apparently realizing that he had
said anything wrong or impolite, and merely giving a frank
utterance to the sentiment in which he, like all his country-
men in Bavaria, had been brought up.

One of the most pleasing features about Emperor Wil-
liam is his readiness to forgive and forget, and his inability
to bear a grudge for any length of time against those who
have either insulted or injured him. No more striking in-ly
